
VICTORIA WOOD 
 
Victoria Wood is one of our most celebrated comedy writers and has 
few equals in the UK as a stand-up comedian. 
 
Victoria was born in Prestwich, Lancashire in 1953 and now lives 
in London with her two children. She studied Drama at  
Birmingham University and began her career whilst she was still a  
student, appearing on several local programmes for BBC Pebble Mill.  
Following her graduation she went on to win New Faces  and made  
regular appearances on That’s Life  and Start the Week ,  
performing topical songs. 
 
Between 1974 and 1978 she worked on and off playing folk clubs and late night theatres.  
From 1978 Victoria appeared (for the first time with Julie Walters) at the Bush Theatre in 
London in In At The Death . 
  
This led to the commissioning of Victoria’s first play, Talent , which had its premiere at the 
Crucible Theatre Studio, Sheffield. Talent  won her two awards, the Plays and Players Award 
and the Evening Standard Award for the Most Promising Playwright. 
 
Subsequently Talent  was adapted for television and broadcast early in 1979 starring Victoria 
and Julie Walters. For this she won an award from Pye Television for Most Promising Writer.  
This was followed by a sequel, Nearly A Happy Ending  and a third television play for 
Granada Television, Happy Since I Met You . 
 
Victoria’s second stage play, Good Fun , opened at the Crucible Theatre in 1980. The 
celebrated comedy series Wood and Walters  then followed in 1981 for Granada Television. 
The revue Funny Turns starring Victoria and The Great Soprendo, opened at the King’s Head 
in North London, and had a West End season at the Duchess Theatre in 1982.  
 
Victoria returned to television comedy in 1985 with Victoria Wood - As Seen On TV  for BBC 2.  
It won the Broadcasting Press Award, BAFTA Award for Best Light Entertainment Programme 
and Best Light Entertainment Performance. The second series also won a BAFTA for Best 
Light Entertainment Programme. The final As Seen On TV - The Special  was shown in 1987 
and won yet another BAFTA. 
 
In 1987 she was awarded the title of BBC Personality of the Year by the Variety Club of Great 
Britain. 
 
An Audience with Victoria Wood was recorded by London Weekend Television in 1988; it 
was awarded two BAFTA’s, for Best Light Entertainment Programme and Best Light 
Entertainment Performance. This sixty minute special is now available on video. Later that 
year she won the TV Times Readers’ Award for Funniest Woman. She also had a top selling 
comedy album, Victoria Wood - Live . 
 
In 1989 Victoria returned to BBC Television with a popular six week series of half-hour plays 
entitled Victoria Wood . These plays have been published as a book, Mens Sana in 
Thingummy Doodah , by Methuen. Previous books have included Lucky Bag , Up To You 
Porky , and Barmy . 
 



In February of 1990 Victoria visited Ethiopia to make a documentary for Comic Relief called 
Money Well Spent . This was followed by a 60 date sell-out twelve week season at the Strand 
Theatre with a brand new show Victoria Wood Up West . In March 1991 she went back on the 
road for another six week sell-out tour. This won Victoria Wood Best Stand Up Comedy 
Performer from the British Comedy Awards. 
 
In August 1991 Victoria released the best-selling live performance video Victoria Wood - Sold 
Out. 
 
In December 1992, she returned to television with a BBC Christmas Day Special Victoria 
Wood’s All Day Breakfast. This won a Writers’ Guild Award for best Light Entertainment 
programme. 
 
In April 1993 she embarked on a six-month sell-out tour of the country, which included a 
record-breaking 15 nights at the Royal Albert Hall. This show was released on video the 
following year, Victoria Wood Live in Your Own Home . 
 
In 1994, Victoria completed a screenplay, Pat and Margaret  in which she starred with Julie 
Walters. This was transmitted as part of the BBC’s Screen One Autumn season. The script of 
the screenplay was published by Methuen. Victoria also recorded a television special, based 
on her stage show, which was transmitted at Christmas on BBC1. Pat and Margaret  won the 
Broadcasting Press Guild Award for best single drama. It also won two prizes at the Rheims 
TV Festival – one for Victoria Wood as best actress and one for best screenplay. 
 
1995 saw Victoria travelling to Zimbabwe for Comic Relief to stay with a family of farmers; this 
was shown on Red Nose Day and repeated during the summer. And in the same year she 
made Crewe to Crewe for an episode of BBC 1’s Great Railway Journeys . Victoria won Best 
Female Comedy Performance from the British Comedy Awards. 
 
In April 1996 Victoria began touring the UK with her brand new live show, which culminated 
with another 15 sell-out dates at the Royal Albert Hall. While on tour, Victoria recorded an 
episode of the South Bank Show , which featured a frank and revealing interview with Melvyn 
Bragg as well as live footage of her stage performance. After the final leg of the UK tour, 
Victoria took the show to Australia and New Zealand, where she completed a sell-out run. 
 
In 1997 she appeared as ‘the tea lady’ in the Terry Jones film of The Wind in the Willows .  
Her book, Chunky , was published by Methuen. 
 
Victoria’s first live video for three years, Victoria Wood Live , was released in 1997 and a 
complete collection of her songs, Real Life  came out on CD.   
 
Victoria wrote her first sit-com dinnerladies , in which she played the part of ‘Bren’. The six 
part series reunited her with some of her long term acting colleagues, including Celia Imrie, 
Duncan Preston and Julie Walters. dinnerladies  was shown on BBC 1 in November 1998, 
and was released on video Christmas 1999. The second series was transmitted on BBC1 in 
November 1999 and received outstanding viewing figures, winning Best New TV Comedy at 
the National Television Awards 1999. dinnerladies  also won Best TV Comedy at the British 
Comedy Awards 2000 when Victoria was also awarded the prestigious ‘Writer of the Year’ 
award. The first series won the prestigious Press Prize at the Montreux Festival.  
 



Also in 1998, Victoria appeared in Bill Bryson’s series based on his book, Notes from a Small 
Island , and her career was celebrated with a half-hour documentary, Best of British  for the 
BBC. 
 
In Christmas 2000, she wrote, produced and starred in her first BBC Christmas Special for 
eight years, Victoria Wood with all the Trimmings, which was subsequently nominated for 
BAFTA as Best Comedy Programme.   
 
In May 2001 Victoria embarked upon At It Again , her first UK tour since 1997.  This led to 
another record-breaking sell out run at The Royal Albert Hall and won her the Best Live Stand 
Up award at The Comedy Awards, 2001.  Filmed at The Royal Albert Hall, Victoria at the 
Albert, was broadcast on ITV on Easter Sunday 2002 and subsequently released on video / 
DVD at Christmas.  
  
Victoria wrote and presented a documentary series, shown on BBC1 in January 2004.  
Victoria Wood’s Big Fat Documentary, a personal and honest take on the dieting industry, 
received excellent viewing figures.  In October 2004 ITV1 transmitted another one-off special 
written, presented and executive produced by Victoria; Victoria Wood- Moonwalking .  A 
beautifully filmed, funny, yet moving, half hour programme capturing 15,000 women walking 
the distance of a marathon through the night in London, to raise money for Breast Cancer.   
 
In February 2005, Victoria's musical, Acorn Antiques , opened at the Theatre Royal, 
Haymarket, directed by Trevor Nunn, and featuring all of the original cast of Acorn Antiques .  
A 60 minute documentary featuring the making of the musical was also commissioned by ITV1 
and transmitted in March this year, receiving fantastic Saturday night audience viewing figures.   
 
Victoria received a special BAFTA tribute award in 2005. 
 
In 2006, Victoria rewrote and directed a touring version of Acorn Antiques  which finished a 
six month nationwide tour in July 2007 She filmed her three-part documentary Victoria’s 
Empire  which is currently being shown on BBC and she wrote and acted in a new drama 
Housewife 49  for ITV, which was shown in December last year.  It was a one-off drama based 
on the war diaries of a housewife in Barrow, Nella Last.  It won and RTS award for best single 
drama and Victoria won BAFTAs in two categories: Best single drama and best actress. She 
has just finished filming an adaptation of Ballet Shoes  for the BBC, due to be shown at 
Christmas.  
 
Victoria was awarded an OBE in 1997. 
 
 


